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THE CRUNCH 


During the month of July, both Martin 
Meehan and Seamus Mullan were on hunger 
strike; Meehan finally went on a hunger and 
thirst strike when the N.I. office issued a 
statement virtually claiming that he was 
bluffing. Both were near death, but were 


persuaded by many different quarters, to end 
i protest. 
= Meehan was framed on a kidnapping charge, 


S 


and Mullan wrongly accused of blackmail. 
aaen came off the blanket to try and 

p his case clear from the dirt protest 
before he went on the hunger strike. It was 
none-the-less seen by many people as the 
final and ultimate step the blanket men and 
women could take to achieve their demands 
for political status....it was a continuation 
of that struggle. 

It was also a way for the British government 
to guage public opinion.had Meehan died.... 
a guide to what might happen should the 
blanket-men take the same course. It was 
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THE GOOD NEWS 


Our old friend Irish Base Metals and 
Northgate (the multi-nationals involved 

in uranium exploration in Donegal, and 
through their subsidiary--Ulster Base Metal 
Metals, in Armagh and Down) have packec 
up and pulled out of mining operations in 
Tynagh, Co. Galway. 


THE BAD NEWS 
After 15 years of mining the area, and 
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making £30m. for their shareholders, and 
sweet f.a. for anybody else, there are no 
more metals left to mine....only huge 
mounds of polluting shit which Northgate 
and their public relations team plan to 
miraculously transform into green pasture. 
At one time they employed 300 people, 
but now all the jobs have ceased and no . 
liklihood of people getting ee awe 
the area. Gone too, for ever, arë the 
ious Ores ripped-off by the multi: rationals 
aided and abetted (as always) by the silent 
yombeen state.....and the ITGWU, bought 
off initially with the prospect of jobs, and 


| 10w with redundancy payments. — st TNR 
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CRITIC DEPORTED | 


Else Van Hout, a Dutch feminist and 
freelance journalist, sat on the tribunal 
Women Against Imperialism organised 
earlier this year into the Feb. 7th attack 
by male screws on the female protesters 
in Armagh prison. 

She returned on July 13th along with 
other Dutch women to help rehabilitate 
a house for use as a women’s centre on the 
Falls Rd. 

She was arrested by Special Branch and 
initially held for 3 days at Caslereagh. 
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This dlini was extended for a further 7 
days. Whea Habeas Corpus order for her 


| appearance in court was asked for by her 


solicitor, the Secretary of State served a 
deportation order allegedly because of her 
connection with the INLA. This was based 
on Else’s lifelong fiendship with a Dutch 
women (they went to school together) 
who married someone from the IRSP. 

She appealed this realising it was an att- 
empt to silence international criticism 
of British rule here. After being removed 
to the protesting wing of Armagh prison, 
her appeal:took place there before a high- 
up Civil Servant. She wasn't given reasons 
for her deportation but was expected to 
guess these and give justification of her 
right to stay. The civil sevant then passed 
this information to the S of S. who, not 
surprisingly, ruled against her. Within days 
unknown to her solicitor and friends, she 
was sent to Dublin, from where she had 
made the last leg of her previous journey. 


PICKET STOPPED 


On the 2nd August Women Against 
Imperialism tried to stage a protest outside 
Armagh prison to highlight the conditions 
of Pauline Mc Laughlin. On the way down 
the bus was stopped by the RUC who said 
that they couldn't go any further with the 
band which was accompanying them. The 
women, after deliberation, said OK to this, 
but the RUC had another trick up their 
sleeve. They told the women that they'd 
have to go through a protestant estate on 
their way to the prison. This the women 
refused to do and staged a sit down prot- : 
est beside the bus for about half an hour. 

On the way back from Armagh the bus 
took a detour and went past Long Kesh. 
They left the buses and walked over the _ 
fields to beside the prison, where the band 
staged a performance, which the blanket- 
men must have heard. 

After about 45 mins. the RUC finally ` 
approached and the women ‘returned e 
ly to bus’. | 


t 
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By a collective member. More in future. 


I’ve seen blacked cloaked people giving 
out leaflets, and | can imagine tweed jack- 
eted bomb throwers. Anarchists have been 
both of these, but the black cloaked bomb 
thrower is a figment of Fleet Street’s imag- 
ination 

The word anarchy comes from the Greek 
and means without government. This divid- 
es us from other socialists. Yes we are soc- 


stalists, but we are anti-authoritarian. When 


we call for the overthrow of hierarchy, we 
mean not only its exploitative role (capit- | 
alism), but also its authoritarian role (the 
state). During the First International, Mich- 
ael Bakunin warned of the rise of Red 
bureaucracy if the state was not destroyed 
along with the other forms of tyranny. 

As we have seen from Russia and more 
recently in the social-democratic countries 
of W. Europe, the state and capitalism are 
becoming increasingly interdependent. The 
state has taken over.many of the functions 
of private capitalism, and has become the . 
sole employer in the case of Russia, and a 
major employer in. the case of W. Europe, 
not to mention its increasing control over 
all aspects of life. 

There is of course the parallel (but not 
conflicting) growth of multinational firms 
who are based in the most powerful West- 


ern countries. 


ironically Marxism has played a leading 
role in providing the ideology of the state 
intervention for the more progressive forms 
of capitalism, both in the reformist politics 
of social-democratic, and the 3rd world 
‘revolutions’ which have changed the count- 
ry’s dependence from one imperial power 
to another. 

. The state and capitalism have been the 
two big baddies for anarchists. But the third 
pillar of hierarchy which is even older than 
the other two has only recently been taken 
up generally by socialists — Patriarchy. 

The various women’s liberation groups 
have finally forced on to the attention of 
all, what was exposed before by such as 
Alexandra Kollontai and Emma Goldmann, 
but was not faced up to by the majority of 
socialists of the day, who ‘happened’ to be 
men. 

Although the question of confining roles, 
which we are all conditioned to play, was 
raised by anarchists it was usually on an 
abstract level or as it applied to men, 


When anarchists are asked what they 
want, they usually reply with a long list of 
what they don't want. This may appear 
negative, but it is based upon the fact that 
we live in and are influenced by an author- 
itarian society, and so visions of life free 
from shackles can only be speculative. 
There can be no programme or blueprint 
of what life will be like. Which is surely 
what makes anarchist society attractive. The 
possibility of CREATING history, of ful- 
filling ourselves as social individuals and 
not living as cogs for our wealth to be 
stolen. 

But of course there are guidelines and dir- 
ections. We do believe in spontaneity, but 
not in the sense of things falling out of the 
sky, but in the sense of individuals, groups, 
society freely choosing to take certain dir- 
ections,unrestrained by promises of false 
rewards or by threats of punishment. 

Here are some of the characteristics which 
e would argue an anarchist society would 

ave: 

1. It is fundamental that all relationships 
(work, social, sexual etc.) should be based 
on the principle of voluntary association, 
with people coming together because they 
want to, and as important, withdrawing 
when they want to. 

2. Decision-making to be based as much | 
as possible on direct democracy. If due to 


numbers, time, distance, etc., delegates are 


elected, they must be subject to instant 


recall and posts be rotated as often as poss- 


ible or necessary. 


3. The nature of work itself would be 


changed. Production would be for the needs. 


of the community, as it decided through its 
producer and consumer collectives. Some 
modern technology and a degree of special- 
isation would make work less tedious and 
time consuming, but would be discarded 
where it lead to alienation and/or pollution. 
Wages would be abolished and distribution 
of resources based on the maxim - from 
each according to their ability, to each acc- 
ording to their need. 

4. Sexual relationships, without losing 
their intimacy, would shed their possessive 
traits and people remain partners or mon- 
ogamous for as long as they wished, no ex- 
ternal pressure being brought to bear (un- 
fotunately other than centuries old condit- 
ioning). 

5. Education would become learning and 
shed its institutional framework. Much of 
work, losing its alienation, would become 
a way of learning, as would indeed life itself 
Other learning resources and facilities 
would: open for use by old and young alike, 
they as a community creating such resourc- 
es in the first place.Children would be 
brought up collectively and share experien- 
ces with their peers and adults in a more 
total environment. 

6. Anti-social behaviour would be treated 
by the community as a whole. With proper- 
ty and authority abolished many of todays ` 
typical crimes such as theft and violence 
will no longer be widespread. It is obvious 
that prisons, as rehabilitative measures, are 
counterproductive. 

Hopefully these characteristics will sow 
a few seeds in the readers speculative mind. 
We don’t want (this has been one of our 
‘failings’ throughout history) to give you . 
the answers. We fight against governments 
because because they claim to have all the 
answers, and in fact punish us fo 
daring to solve the problems we face. 

We are anarchists because we want to 
create a society which will allow us to 
BEGIN to answer the problems of life — 
violence, exploitation, depression, anxiety,- 
and leave behind a society which creates 
them and then glosses over them. 


NOW, HOW? 


Well for starters the means we use should 
reflect as much as possible the ends we 
hope to achieve. This applies to all, 
because as can be seen from marxist and 
nationalist groups, their aims of a marxist 
or nationalist state are reflected in their 
hierarchical organisation, with its central 
committee making decisions for the mem- 
bers to carry out,and in their methods of 
struggle, with their standing in bourgeois 
elections, and instances of civilian bomb- 
ings. 

Once again the slip int what not to do. 
To some extent we all have authoritarian/ 
obedience traits, but it is very important 
to make our efforts at change as conscious~ 
ly anarchist as possible. And this brings our 
actions and ideas into 2 fronts. 

Firstly that of defending ourselves and 
others from the everyday onslaught of 
repression,sectarianism, boredom, sexism, 
etc., which are the trademarks of govern- 
ment and capitalism in N. Ireland. 

And here it is easy to get caught up in 
the reformism of trade unionism in def- 
ending the rights at the workplace; the 
nationalism of wanting the Brits out with- 
out also a challenge to government per se; 
the reformism of equal rights for women 
and homosexuals and lesbians, rather 
than a critique of sex roles and possess- 
iveness,; the struggle against H-Block, with- 
out pointing out that all prisons are the 
weapon of the ruling class. 

The 2nd front is that of creating liber- 
ated zones of the mind, of areas, and of 
relations with each other. This is done 
through learning, both by yourself and 
others; keeping the authorities at bay, by 
either force (as happened in the early 70s) 


or by alternatives ( work coops - media, 
music etc.); and trying to establish work 
and social relations on an equal and volunt- 
ary basis. 

Ideally there should be a synthesis of the 
two fronts, as it is impossible to create 
alternatives within a hostile environment, 
and disillusioning to resist only to create 
new shackles, whether they be the trade 
union bureaucracy or our own police 
force. x 
; Our policies must stem from the reality 
we live in. We are not utopian, nor are we 
realists in that we want to change reality. 
We are anarchists. . 


Liz Lagrua was released 4 weeks ago from 
Armagh prison after spending 2 months 
(on the protest) for picketing the prison. 
Asked about the conditions inside she re- 
ferred to the deterioration in health as the 
most worrying. ; 

There has been only one change of cloth- 
ing (not underwear) and blanket since Feb- 
uary 7th so there have been many infect- 
ions. A few girls have had white discharges. 
and she herself had-cystitis — an infection 
of the urine. Many girls have contracted 

psoriasis,a nervous disease causing an irrit- 
ating skin rash. At least one girl, Marie Mc 
Clennaghan, has an ulcer and cannot eat 
the cold greasy prison food, and so lives 
on bread and jam. 

Dr. Cole, the prison doctor, is des 
by Liz as a sadist. For her cystitis she wa 
given anti-biotics and was not examined. 
The girls are usually given aspirin, pain- 
killers, and valium and are rarely exa 
With heavy periods, which are common, 
he just laughs, said Liz, and says its all in 
the mind. 


On the day of printing we attended a 
press conference by Margaretta D’Arcy 
who spent 3 months in Armagh after being 
arrested with Liz. Words seem inadequate 
to describe the hunger and intimidation 
the young women suffer inside. 

Also for Margaretta, coming out was like 
going from one hell to another, as Miriam 
Daly, who was assassinated for her work 
for the prisoners, was a close friend of hers 
and she often stayed in the household of 
Ann-Marie Mc Donnell who was shot in 
wen? head with a rubber bullet at the week- 
end. 


ed 


Pauline Mc Laughlin was sentenced 
when she was 16 years old on the basis of 
a signed confession, but the girl can not 
read or write. She was 9% stone when she 
joined the protest for political status 3 
years ago, but because she couldnt eat the 
Prison food she lost weight rapidly reach- 
ing 5 stone on one occasion. | 

Dr. Cole put her on the sick and she was 
removed to B wing where she received 
food parcels. On reaching 6 stone again, 
she was pronounced fit for work, which 
she refused to do, so was taken back to 
the protesting wing. Her health deteriorat- 
ed again and the vicious circle repeated 
itself several times. At one stage Dr Cole 
made a tape recording in her presence say- 
ing that she would die if she did not come 
off the protest, that he would not take 
responsibility, and could not be sued if 
she did. 

In March she came off the protest be- 
cause of ill health, but was placed in a 
locked cell all day and received no medic- 
al attention. About 3 weeks ago she was 
rushed to Musgrave Park Hospital because 
of dehydration due to constant vomiting. 
She was briefly taken to the City Hospital 
coronary ward but then returned to Mus- 
grave and within a few days sent back to 
Armagh prison. 


‘cont. from P.1... MARTIN MEEHAN 


initially hesitant about throwing their full 
weight behind Meehan. Some of the men on 
the blanket were wanting to escalate the 
issue by the same means as Meehan, in a last 
ditch attempt to gain political status. Some 
ludged it to be a premature action without 
the necessary ground-work and back-up 
needed outside the prisons. 

As Meehan approached death things started 
to warm up. Many demonstrations with a 
fair degree of support, combined with serious 
rioting in some Catholic ghettoes. 
Fortunately Meehan and Mullan ended their 
strikes, much to the relief of some. The full 
extent of public support or the eventual 
outcome will not be known after all. 
However, because of the publicity given to 
their case, the courts may think twice about 
finding them guilty on appeal....many eyes 


not surprising, therefore, that Sinn Fein were 


Windscale 


WINDSCALE nuclear reprocessing plant 
(where nuclear’wastes’ go to sift out that 
which can be re-used and that which must 
be dumped) lies just across the sea in 
Cumbria. It has been leaking deadly wastes 
for the past 8 years! For the past 8 years, 
we've had an out-pouring of hypocritical lies 
from Sir John Hill and cohorts about how 
safe it all is. Now they've been found out 


once again. But the British Nuclear Fuels Ltd. 


escape prosecution , because as the govt. 
nuclear installations inspectorate say....’they 
did such a good job at putting matters right” 
enn after 8 years of contamination by wastes 
that will be deadly for centuries!!! 

is it any wonder that the Irish Sea is the 
most radio-active sea in the world? It just 


weekend 


The weekend of August 9th saw an in- 
crease in protest against the RUC and Brit- 
ish Army, and a determination on their 
part to stamp out all resistance. Their lead 
and rubber bullets left 2 young people 
dead and another 2 seriously injured, one 
of these being 16 year old Ann Marie Mc 
Donnell. Along with her mother, she was 
active in support of the Armagh prisoners 
On Sat. night she had her skull fractured 
by a rubber bullet fired at close range. The 
car taking her to hospital was stopped by 
a British army patrol, checked and waved 
on, but only to be stopped 20 yards furth- 
er on by another patrol, one of whose 
members fired a live round through the 
window above Ann-Marie’s head. 
According to her sister this caused a rel- 


apse in Ann-Marie who had to undergo 
a 7 hour operation in the Royal, where she 
now remains in the intensive care unit. 

As in its treatment of the prisoners, the 
British state is prepared to kill those who 
protest either peacefully or go so far as to 
throw astone. 


will be watching them. 

But this is not to say that everyone in jail 
must be guilty because they haven't gone 

on hunger-strike to prove their innocence. 
The Diplock courts have convicted people 
on even less evidence than that against 
Meehan and Mullan. But it takes a certain 

et of circumstances and a certain type of 
person to go on hunger-strike to prove their 
innocence.Many people in Ireland's history 
have died in the process. 

The courts and prisons are used as'a weapon 
by the state---any state--- to preserve the 
interests of the few at the expense of the 
many. People in prison , whether consciously 
or sub-consciously, rebel against the system 
which daily exploits them and uses them. 
All prisoners are political, all prisoners 
hould be released. 


<LATE@ 


i think it’s too late 
for your law and order, 
too many bloodstained treaties 


gets worse and worse. Now we know why the 
Dept. of the Environment have been out 
monitoring radiation levels along the Antrim 
coast....and doing so during turbulent tides 
to give a more dispersed reading hence a 
lower radiation rating. Very clever. 


I will try to explain what | was trying to say in the two poems | sent you. 

In ‘Late’, the Christmas Parliament is very much a personal image. | don’t like 
christmas myself, | always associate it with commercialism and with an ideal gone 
sadly wrong. Also, | went to an all-boys catholic school, something for a time which 
really fucked up my mind, and every christmas all the priests came up with 
loads of shit about the importance of christmas and its religious significance, while 
at the same time trying to sell tickets for the christmas parents evening--so | never 
really liked christmas. 

Another thing | don’t like is governments mainly because they tell lies and blow 
Peoples minds with propaganda etc.. But that’s beside the point. To really explain 
this image I will start by saying that it was conceived about 18 months ago when 
the catholic school education had really screwed me up. | was confused and filled 
with hate. | hate where | was living, the school, the teachers, the pupils (especially 
the pupils) and it was then that the image came; Mr. Callaghan patting babies on the 
head, cuddling his wife affectionately, supersocialist with his wife and children 
gathering around the christmas tree for some family bliss, what life is all about, 
what labour stands for , what parliament is all about! It made me spew then, it 
makes me spew now, this supposed connection between the government and the 
Family Scene has always riled me and that is what the image is all about. Now | 
realise that | should have made it clearer in the poem but as | said, it’s a personal 
image, more or less put in for my own satisfaction.. 

The other query is easier to clear up. “You've taken away love’ means what it says; 
governments, businessmen, men of the world who know how hard it is because 
they made it that way, to avoid being swindled they became swindlers, people like 
this have turned the world into what it is today, loveless, hopeless. They are incap- 
able of love, only interested in money, not caring about anyone else (manufactu rinc 
guns, bombs for their own profit). Since they rule the world they are the ones 
I think too many soldiers boots have found who tell us how to live, they tell us not to be naive, it’s a hard world and all that 
crap, they usually beat any emotional weakness out of someone before they've 
left school, through the teachers, by teaching them competitive spirit, to fight their 
way to the top and so on. 

“You won't let us do that here’ again refers back to. school where | learn’t really 
fast what | was supposed to believe in, how I was supposed to live, and that anyone 
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Too many people thrown in your cold cells 
for us to believe 

your architects 

could ever build a hospital. 


a home 

in too many Catholic groins, 
too many Airey Neaves 

have shouted too many odds, 
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| 
~. : ` who failed to conform to these standards was branded a freak. When you're a freak 
N too many parliaments you have to stand there and take it , if you try and do anything about it they always 
y have done fuck all. get you down one way or another. The world they've created isn’t worth living in 
= i but if you try and kill yourself, they stop you and put you in an asylum. They can 
a I think you shouted once too often put you in prison for 30 years but they won't let you kill yourself rather than 
Š. across some lightless alley spend the rest of your life there; they can execute you but they forbid you from 
in . Catholics need not apply killing yourself, that’s a sin! 
! 2 Niggers go home Of course l agree they let people die in Ireland, anywhere, they don't give a shit 
nS Hello Freak about life, that’s why they build prisons in the first place, that’s why they build 
32 bombs, have wars. 


h 


— SaA/jejas pue Sia 
-9U0 MAU L 40 BUIMOYS }S41} BY} 


“And-new-¥au-hold-your Christmas p arlia- tdon't know if I’ve explained-very well but, that is what | was trying to get 


ment across in the poem. 
swagger like peacocks Now I'd like to ask you something. It’s a minor point really but one that I'd like 
proclaim new ideals to clear up for myself. What is your attitude to violence, do you believe in violent 
ask for peace in the world, revolution? Personally i do not simply kecause | think we would be sinking to their 
expect tis to believe you note level by using violence against them. But then again I've had it pretty easy, | was 
born into a middle-class family, and have never experienced their antagonism to 

such an extent that I’d want violent rebellion, I’ve never had to work 6 hours a day 
to make money for them at a boring job, so it’s hard for me to really judge. Maybe 
you could give me your opinions on the subject. 

S.B. (Liverpool). 


Play 


Not this time 
Camels are extinct 
You broke their backs. 
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ME TETEA 


The Southern Irish government have this plot hatching in 
their heads and policies: the British gov. are totally into it . 
as well: and certain state corporations- liké’the NIES - are 
central and vital to its working ... and its so simple ... the 
Northern state generates as much électricity as possible by 
whatever means, whether oil or nuclear, which if then links 
into the British grid and into thé south ... the south develops 
its natural gas which tt sends northwards while at, the same 
time feeding Dublin with British gas: and the British get 
northern electricity for sending gas to the south ot Ireland. — 
Meanwhile the EEC showers funds everywhere to see such 
an emerging centralised, yet diverse, energy system which 
can cross national boundaries, A very clever plot for indust- 
rialists and corporation Businessmen and eurocrats whio.sce 
energy as money ... not $6 goed for the kes of me or me; 

_ What has been happening i the north since the early 70s 
is that the NIES has become central to the northern energy 
plans - seemingly unlimited funds.granted by successive Brit- 
ish gov. big investments. Kilteet was planned as an exclusive! 
ly oil based producer of eleetyicity, and wild talk of the next 

station in the north being nuclear, then the oil panic. the 
slowing down of the.giad pace Of so called industrial devel 
opment ~ suddenly it beeame clear that Kilroot was not 
needed as had been thought, that the huge amounts of elect- 
ricity (steadily getting dearer} were not needed by the north 
ern economy. But that didn‘t matter: its expansion went 
ahead, the British govs..e@tinuite to put up the millions or 
write off the loans, pri¢es Kept gomg up forelectricity .. but 
the corporatiowjeaders (Gray and Gaston) were delighted - 
real power-freaks muevery sense. 

Despite the läck of demand for energy the NIES kept their 
expansion going - the aim had always been to sell it tO the 
South {the provos keep blowing up the cross border lines} 
and this is whatis intended. with the additional advantage of 
linking inte the Brit grid as well .. that way demand‘ be- 
comes unlimited. The NIES sent preliminary plans to. the, 
Brit Nuci#ar Inspectorate as early as 1976 for the construét 
ion of a nuélear reattor in the North anc im the same year 
they started Yunping propaganda classes gutlining the bene- 
fits. They had even picked á Site to be started after.thé oil- 
electricity station at Kilroot was filly completed in 1980-1, 


St. Johns Point ta Dundrum. The whole scheme was knocked | 


in the head in 19°76 by a gov. inquiry report which said the 
demand was not there. So it was shelved. But now the plans 
to artificially create that demand are out - a link to the sout 
and to Britain - a Virtual unlimited “market for N.E electric 
ity. And again the possibilty Sf nuclear power in tne Norn 
is being considered ... as the price of oil Zooms up, the cost 
ly error in choosing this as the fuel for Kilroot is causing 
many problems ang the British government a fortune ... they 
tried to change part of Kilroot to coal, and have axed anoth- 
er part of the earlier @xpansion plans. Oil is too expensive. 
Just maybe they arë considering a conversion of Kiltoot to 
nuclear. Not as crazy ás it might seem - all its needs is a nuc- 
lear core and a host of ancillary aquipment ... everything 
else is there. (Failing that, and assumimg plenty of effective 
opposition from the nearby population'of Belfast, Larne 
and Carrick to the idea of a nuclear Kiltoot, they may revert 
to their original idea of Dundrum, Co-Down ). 

Nuclear or not, all finances, all aid was to go to electricity 
generation. And just for good measure, the NIES and the 
British govt. have joined forces to effectively destroy their 
only serious competitor - the Gas industry. 

Gas production in the north is based on an expensive oil- 


- meters after 1981 which m 


GOING ELECTRIC 


based fuel - Napthe. It is becoming very uneconomical - it 


. needs a link up with cheap North Sea gas to survive.In July - 


79 the Brit govt. said no! - and the gas industry had to go... 
and the commerce minister Giles Shaw falsified figures to 
‘prove’ that a north sea link up for N.I. gas was too expensive 
and would cost more than closure and conversion. (Blatantly 
untrue as amongst other things, the EEC would help finance 
it, and the Britsh gas corporation is making huge profits 
every year, and the govt. is taking £1000m of these profits in 
the next 4 years to pay for armaments ... a mere £25m of 
these profits and a North Sea link-up is sufficient to save the 
gas industry ... but the British government are not interested.. 
The role for the N.I. state is ELECTRICITY and that’s what 
gets the funding and that’s why the gas industry is killed off.. 
No matter that the gas users are being ripped off and victims 
of govt. blunders and policies - the competitor to the all-elec- 


_ tric madness must be wiped out. And that’s exactly what’s 


going 6n.¢Gaston the no.2 in the NIES hierarchy, was sugg- 
esting this policy as early as 1977 ... it didnt take the new 
British govt. long to set about doing it) 

Meanwhile and in return for the Northern electricity, the 
South exchanges gas from the Kinsale field. Ironically enou- 
gh, if Carmsore is not built soon the £j billion saved through 
the importation of Northern (nuclear?) energy will help dev- 
elon the gas industry. All so very clever and so callous. 

The all-electric’ Northern state brings with it many proble- 


"mas for those of us-who live here. More and more we are forc- 


ed to turn electric - and despite its wasteful nature, despite 
the price, despite our total lack of decision-making in it’s 
production - ail we get.isehiigesbills, and the promise of new 
€s tiyery difficult to fiddle. 
Despite the needless investment and wastage at Kilroot, the 
subsidy to ineustry,put met the likes.of you or me, and des- 
pite the blunders’im debt collection made by the NIES in the 
early 70s, that, bastion of socialism ~- Roy Mason - so eagerly 
brought electric debts under the payment of debt Act... now 
they can steal your money, even your supplementary benef- 
its! And still they propagandise with the timeless lies that the 
reason why electric prices are so high and rising so often (3 
times this year sO far and 25% higher than in Britain) is be- 
cause Of bad debi - nothing whatsoever to do with the blund- 
ering of their mad schemes. ied x 

So thats why the gas industry;seen as a competitor, is kill- 
ed oft, thats why Colley is considering Cork gas to the . 
North, why the British may send gas to the South, why the 
North becomes an electric socket and why the EEC thinks 
its all great. 

A British government trying to build one new nuclear stat- 
ion every year, preparedeteaccept US-NATO cruise missiles, 
and eager to spend millions Gn:updating the useless Polaris 
is surely capable of anything - it .is-they..who provide the 
money for Kilroot and it is they who decide to make it go 
nuclear. , 

And Carnsore? It hasn't been scrapped - far from it. Colley 
now talks about the need to slow it up and cost it properly, 
now that ‘industrial development” can’t follow their plans. 
The Confederation of Irish Industry (the employers) are 
more blunt ... ‘planning for a nuclear option should proceed’, 
(1980). l 


In july, 25,000 people made their way to Lisdoonvarna to occupy a large bit of 
County Clare to consume E-L-Harris plus others.....£10 a go for those who didn’t ‘ 
find a way past security. The music was great, reported the media.....but the’ — 
facilities left much to be desired. A handful of toilets, only rip-off tasteless food 
on sale, and the surrounding villages and country-side left looking like a huge | 
rubbish tip. ‘It'll be bigger next year” threatened the entrepreneurs, looking for a 
tourist grant to increase their profits. And 15,000 people in Dublin paid to hear: 
Bob Marley praise the dictator, advertise ganja, and express his solidarity with the 
poor as he made his way back to the Gresham by chauffeur-driven limousine. 
Ballicksodare in Sligo... another week-end of guinness and profits. 
‘The Police’---thousands of people ripped-off because the technical media-hype 
failed, yet again, to reproduce in real life. .....Van Morrison in Belfast---pay your 
money to endure the hypocracy of the drug squad. . 
But there are still good festivals,like Carnsore. Success depends, not on lining up the 
the super-stars to perform, but on people turning up to contribute whatever THEY 
have got to offer. NO passive consumption, but a free peoples’ festival with every- 
one united (however tenuously) in the common aim of implementing alternatives 
to a nuclear society. Carnsore§ success depends on people getting involved, NOT 
sitting around getting drunk, complaining, seeking ways to ripp-off..... just leaching 
on the energies of others. Carnsore is a potential---trying to organise with others 
is the way to CHANGE things! 


There was also the Rock the H-Block open air concert by the Pop Group, Au Pairs 
and competent local groups. And this weekend there’s a 2-night Punk and New Wave 
Festival at the Ulster Hall organised by Good Vibes. 


really ours‘ 


So the grand old Opera House, another 
monument to bourgeoise ideology, is to 
re-open after a false start...when some 
‘uncouth lout’ set it alight last year. But 
open its doors to whom? Well...not for 
the likes of you or me... 

The workers have done a magnificent 
job of renovating the building, with the 
Arts Council spending millions in the 
process. However /|..doubt if the workers 
will ever get a say on what goes on in it, 
or will ever set foot in it again. Sheer 
spectacle for the middle classes. 

The forthcoming events, bolstered by 
huge subsidies of our money, reflect thei 
culture, to reinforce their position, their 
ideas.... never challenging or upsetting 
the power they exert over us. 

Just watch the clientele on opening 
night...not a worker in sight. 


radical events 


